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be made either to gods or men than their being absolutely necessary.
Besides that, hitherto he had never sent letters or messengers to an-
nounce any victory over his fellow-citizens, but had seemed rather to
be ashamed of the action than to expect honor from it.
Nevertheless his countrymen, conceding all to his fortune, and ac-
cepting the bit, in the hope that the government of a single person
would give them time to breathe after so many civil wars and calami-
ties, made him dictator for life. This was indeed a tyranny avowed,
since his power now was not only absolute, but perpetual too. Cicero
made the first proposals to the senate for conferring honors upo-n him,
which might in some sort be said not to exceed the limits of ordinary
human moderation. But others, striving which should deserve most,
carried them so excessively high, that they made Csesar odious to
the most indifferent and moderate sort of men, by the pretensions and
extravagance of the titles which they decreed him. His enemies, too,
are thought to have had some share in this, as well as his flatterers.
It gave them advantage against him, and ..would be their justification
for any attempt they should make upon him; for since the civil wars
were ended, he had nothing else that he could be charged with. And
they had good reason to decree a temple to Clemency, in token of their
thanks for the mild use he made of his victory. For he not only par-
doned many of those who fought against him, but, further, to some
gave honors and offices; as particularly to Brutus and Cassius, who,
both of them were prsetors. Pompey's images that were thrown down
he set up again, upon which Cicero also said that by raising Pompey's
statues he had fixed his own. When his friends advised him to have
a guard, and several offered their services, he would not hear of it;
but said it was better to suffer death once than always to live in fear
of it. He looked upon the affections of the people to be the best
and surest guard, and entertained them again with public feasting and
general distributions of corn; and to gratify his army, he sent out
colonies to several places, of which the most remarkable were Carthage
and Corinth; which as before they had been ruined at the same time,
so now were restored and repeopled together.
As for the men of high rank, he promised to some of them future
consulships and prsetorships, some he consoled with other offices and
honors, and to all held out hopes of favor by the solicitude he showed
to rule with the general good-will, insomuch that upon the death of
Maximus one day before his consulship was ended, he made Canlnius
ReviHus consul for that day. And when many went to 'pay the usual
compliments and attentions to the new consul, "Let us make haste,"
said Cicero, "lest the man be gone out of his office before we come."
Csesar was born to do great things, and had a passion after
honor, and the many noble exploits he had done did not now serve as
an inducement to him to sit still and reap the fruit of his past labors,